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Since 2005, the Earth Focus 
Foundation has been building an all-
inclusive, cross-curriculum education 
program entitled “Green Map 
Swiss,” where high school students 
gain awareness of sustainable 
development with hands-on 
experience in building a Green Map 
from start to finish. 
	 Geneva attracts influential 
residents from from all over the 
world. Many of our students have 
lived in several countries by the 
time they are teens and most are 
newcomers to this city. 
	 So far we have worked with 
twenty schools and have published 
six maps of Geneva’s communities. 
Because “Green Map Swiss” has 

been so successful, we’d like to 
share with you the processes that 
these students go through. 
	 In 2012, we organized 
mapmaking workshops for an 
area of Geneva called Petit Lancy, 
working with a private high school, 
the Institut de Florimont. Our 
intensive process begins with 
awareness sessions held in the 
classroom. Then we help students 
experience their community’s 
resources by exploring and 
mapping the area with monitors 
trained by “Green Map Swiss” to 
allow students to put knowledge 
into practice and gain personal 
connections with their community 
in a more sustainable way. 

	 Before the workshop ends, 
we all gather around a table and 
begin composing the Green Map 
of Petit Lancy. Students, teachers, 
monitors, and Green Mapmakers 
discuss which of the many potential 
sites should be included, which icons 
are most suitable and how local 
government’s role in the community 
should be depicted. After the 
interactive Green Map has been 
made live to the public, students are 
taught how to update them annually. 
Finally, our finished map is displayed 
at the school and to the local 
authorities, drawing more awareness 
and demonstrating the progress 
toward a more sustainable Geneva.

GENEVA



Impacts:  Continual Expansion, Beyond the City’s Borders
Participating teachers are excited to 
teach the same program again next 
year with a new group of students 
who continue expanding the map. 
Each year, we share this system 
with other schools and age groups 
at events such as Step into Action, 
which is hosted by Geneva educa-
tion authorities and attracts more 
than eight hundred students.  
	 We are finding new ways to 
adapt to adult audiences and busi-

nesses, such as setting up a Green 
Map booth at the Sustainable Cit-
ies conference held in Geneva in 
May 2013. We are currently in the 
developmental stage of a new map 
that protects our natural resources. 
Currently, the Open Green Map 
for mountain resorts in Switzerland 
is being charted, focusing on areas 
such as Verbier and Davos, aiming to 
inform skiers and other visitors to 
respect and protect the our beauti-
ful mountains. 

Work in progress: 
Green Map, 
Commune de Lancy 
(left)

Presentation 
for Sustainable 
Development and 
Green Map (right)

Interactive, digitial 
Open Green Maps 
(center, below)
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Echelle : 1/50

environ 
250 m0 m

Infrastructure culturelle
et socIale

I   Espaces récréatifs
I   Piscines publiques
I   Sites culturels
I   Centres communautaires,  
EVE (espaces de vie enfantine)

I   Organisations significatives /  
Associations 

I   Services sociaux
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economIe responsable et solIdaIre

I  Cafés / Restaurants labellisés
I  Entreprises ayant une démarche 
responsable

I  Entreprises sociales ou solidaires,  
de réinsertion

I  Magasins proposant des produits 
écologiques

I  Entreprises réutilisant des matériaux, 
magasins de seconde main 
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nuIsance et pollutIon
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I   Zones dangereuses
I  Circulations dangereuses 
I  Sources de nuisances sonores
I  Sources de pollution de l’air

mobIlIte

I  Pistes cyclables
I  Voie verte
I Parcours mesurés
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I  Sites de réparation de vélos
I  Arrêts de transport public
I  Emplacements véhicules Mobility 
I Transports par bateau

nature et espace vert

I  Espaces verts publics
I  Jardins familiaux
I  Parcs à chien
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energIe et dechet

I  Sites de tri et de recyclage 
I  Bâtiments Minergie, labellisés
I  Sites utilisant l’énergie solaire
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sro Kundig, labellisé imprim’vert et neutre pour le Climat. 

Carte imprimée sur papier 100% recyclé avec encres 
végétales. 
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Environment Day 
2009 Exhibition for 

the public at our 
Green Map tent  

(left)

Green Map of the 
United Nations Area 

(right)




