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Updated August 2008, comments welcome!
Some questions to consider when designing your Green Map, regardless of theme:
 

Who is going to use this Map?

Are they mostly neighbors, city residents, tourists, students, planners, policy makers or other kinds of users? 

What kinds of ecological and culturally important sites are the users interested in?

Should your map be one based on a specific theme (energy consumption, gardens) or a more general view of your chosen area? Consider the different categories of sites (such as bicycle site) and ways of describing them (such as "a walking/bicycle tour route").  

How do you look for information about a Green Map site? 

Consider different research options such as direct observation, surveys and other modes of inquiry, as well as analysis of current/past conditions through secondary research.

What should stand out on your map? 

What is the key information, the overall concept, and primary message the map is going to convey?  Who will compose the text and/or create graphic and photographic images? Where will the base map come from? (From an existing map or will you draw your own?)

How can you make the information on the map exciting and engaging?

Maps can be powerful tools if you utilize creativity, communication, design and information to inspire users. 

How do you design the overall image while emphasizing what is most important?

Use the five elements of design: color, pattern, line, texture, and shape to create your map. 

How well does the map communicate to the reader?

Consider planning, writing, layout and legibility. Be sure to proofread & double-check site and map details.

How do you make all the elements of the map work well together?

Balance images, outlines, background, and dimensions to create an inviting map. 

How do you select environmentally-sound mapmaking materials? 

Select among safe vs. toxic, water-based vs. permanent, reused/recycled, digital vs. printed materials.

Which materials should you use to achieve different effects?

Hand-created vs. computerized design, using copiers, collage, sketches, photos, media, other maps & nature as sources to draw from. 

How can you visualize the appearance of the final Green Map while creating it?
Seek feedback and constructive criticism. Some hints: check the composition by looking at it upside down, or consider how a colored Map will look in black & white. 

How can you make a paper Map last a long time? 

Mounting the map, exhibiting and placement, visibility, permanency, all using safe materials. Archiving copies for the long-term. 

How can you make the map project durable/sustainable?

Keep the map updated, and plan to continue to work on the map from semester to semester. 
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