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Green Map in Rio 



Icons4.us
today and tomorrow





827 Community groups, NGOs, enterprises, tourism, universities 
and city agencies in 65 countries - each has their process and goals





Over 500 locally designed Green Maps highlight community �
character along with natural, cultural, activism and green living sites



Open Green Map is our interactive ‘social mapping’ platform –�
used online, on mobile phones and as embedded maps, exportable



Green Map projects have produced murals, videos, cultural 
performances, tours, exhibits, guide books, magazines and more



Green Map’s award-winning icons: Used to identify, promote and link 
thousands of nature, culture and green living sites - GreenMap.org/icons

Barcelona’s �
Sun Factory

Farmers & �
Artisans Market

Robeson US’s�
kayak tours

Yogyakarta ID’s �
Geologic Feature

Breda NL’s �
Eco Center

Hybrid �
Vehicles



Currently 170 globally designed Green Map Icons are provided as 
a font, images or GIS script

Eco Products           Climate Changed Area           Bike Site       Natural/Greenway       

Farm Animals                Food Bank                     Eco Expert      Green Building 
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(Sampling of 170 icons)

They are grouped into 3 genres, each with 4 categories 



Outdoor Activities
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(Sampling of 170 icons)

Connecting the 



Public Works & Landmarks
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Eco-Information

Justice & Activism

Cultural Character

CULTURE & SOCIETY

P å S D 

 

J K ë í ò 

E T O Ü Y U 

(Sampling of 170 icons)

They are grouped into 3 main categories.



Extending the icons by delving into themes, including�
Food - Ecotourism -  Justice - Biodiversity – Social Innovation

Green Map  Icons Version 4

Extending the Lexicon to Support Local Food

®

GreenMap.org/icons

Icons © Green Map System, Inc. 2010.  All rights reserved. Green Map is a registered trademark and used with permission.   

        

draft 6/14/2010

®

Green Map System’s award-winning collaboratively designed Green Map Icons are used on all Green Maps created around the 
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GreenMap.org/icons). 

Local Food is a key indicator and growth area for the emerging green economy. Therefore, Version 4 of the Green Map Icons will 

include a range of new icons, sketched below. 

A network-wide global conversation will be undertaken to validate these and other new icons for local food, biodiversity, mobility, 

climate adaptation, etc. A collaborative design process will follow, then, we will update of all our Green Mapmaker resources and the 

interactive Open Green Map platform. 

These new icons will be used on food and foodshed Green Maps created around the world, as well as comprehensive, youth, 
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Please contact our director, Wendy Brawer at 212 674 1631 or web@greenmap.org. 

Comments welcome.
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Underlying the Green Map Icons is the Pattern Code.  It 
harmonizes new local and global icons with the existing set 

We used Pattern Code to create intuitive V3 icons:

Green School Organic FoodSchool Eco Food Positive

Icons Icon  



Extending the icons through open knowledge: �
local adaptations to the pattern code and local icons  

Building
(Existing Signifier)

Eco Expert
(Existing Green Map Icon)

Green Building Expert
(NEW Local Icon)

People
(Existing Signifier)

Positive
(Existing Signifier)

Global Health
(NEW Locally Created Signifier)

Mental Health
(NEW Local Icon)

Recent Local Additions from Transition Geneva:

Other Local Additions from Green Mapmakers:

Sewage Collection Quilombo/
Rural Settlement

Burning of
Sugar Cane Eco Shop Beaver Habitat

5 Elementos Project (Sao Paolo, Brazil)
Aichi 

(Nagoya, Japan)
Green Swiss 

(Geneva, Switzerland)



Open Knowledge Icons:  What signifiers to draw from? �
How should Open Knowledge be depicted on a map?
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Online
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As a community based media service?
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As an online social enterprise?
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Or simply a open online resource?



How would you represent an Open Knowledge Icon on a 
Green Map? 

Fair

Community

People

Media

Service

Growing

Positive

Social

Enterprise

Green

Technology

Online

Resource

Skill 
Share?

Hack
Spot?

Open
University?

Drupal 
Camp?

Co-op?

Collective?



Tools include Lab.GreenMap.org, discussion resources, plan for an app



Alongside Icon Update,  we are adding interoperability so this data can be 
exchanged, layered, etc. Soon, each Mapmaker can choose to Open data, too



Many use a mix of our tools to reach diverse audiences. Example: 
Cape Town, as part of the greening of 2010 FIFA World Cup Games



Cape Town used radio shows to engage participation. Sites were nominated via 
Open Green Map and exported.  Printed editions reached diverse audiences

This ongoing Green Map project is directed by the 
City’s Sustainability Office, in partnership with a web 
developer and a map design firm.  

The Green Map contributed to recognition and 
ongoing development: 

2010 International Olympic Committee �
Best Sport and the Environment Award

Golden Leaf  Award 2010

World Design Capital 2014

CapeTownGreenMap.co.za �
Taking part in Okfest on Friday!
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Example: Janet Felsten of Baltimore. Even a one-person project can 
work with multiple groups to address diverse local needs & conditions



Green Maps encourage people to explore the natural and built �
environment – near home and on vacation

Helsinki        
Stockholm

Barcelona 
‘guerilla 
map’  



Green Maps highlight the social realities of marginalized 
community members

UK: Colchester, Clackmannanshire, Bristol and Cardiff       



      Zurich campus map     NYC’s garbage trail
















Future City Inc & Rutgers Landscape Arch Dept. 

Youth around the world can improve their campus and 
community take on tough topics 



Green Map address chronic issues impacting biodiversity and more in these 

Pacific Rim examples 
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Los Angeles, Mangroves in SE China, Ise Bay Japan, Singapore  
     



Green Maps can even help companies become more efficient as they 
engage stakeholders and the community – see GreenMap.org/csr

Delta Electronics has made workplace Green 
Map projects in 18 facilities 

 

Green Map charting Nokia‘s �
Gold LEED building in Beijing 



Open to public participation, OGM merges Drupal 6, the Google 
Map API, our icons, and local knowledge 

Open Green Map:

• lowers technological and financial barriers to online mapping 

• preserves and organizes valuable research

• increases participation, �

  exchange and impacts �

�
• make content sharable and �

  useful in different ways, �



  • 8 language interface invites �

   worldwide exploration



Now in Development, your advice, support and �
participation is welcome  

Open Green Map:

• interoperability, leading to sharing data and imports, usage on �

     Open Street Map, desktop GIS, Google Earth, etc.

• Choice of open source licences for �

   each map

• Fresh Interface

• Improved Mobile for �

  exploring and collecting sites

• New Green Map Icons �







The platform’s World View displays every green site, starting �
with 2 from each map. Jump to 300 different maps from any site. 



Filter your view of the map by toggling the Legend’s icons. Hover over any 
icon for its definitions. You can see who contributed each of the sites. 



Tap title for Mapmaker’s overview. Explore Public Tabs, social inclusion 
indicators and up to 8 icons.  Sidebar links to Profile, PDFs, etc. 



At the Multimedia tab, everyone is invited to share their own images, 
videos and PDFs about the green site 



The Impacts tab collects data that describes how each site benefits 
individuals and communities. 



The Impacts tab data is aggregated under the About tab, where you can 
find more background on the project and the people behind it. 



Open engagement resources help mapmakers develop inclusive 
processes, events and PR for involving the community and media



Green Map System has received national and international�
awards in addition to those won by local Green Map projects 

Victor J Papanek Social Design Award 2011

US National Sustainability Award: �

   New Communications Tools

United Nations Global Best Practices 100

The Tech Awards Laureate

Spirit of the Land - Salt Lake City Olympics

EXPO 2000 Project Award the World

Treehugger Best of Green�

Living Labs Global �

INDEX Awards Finalist�

Cause / Affect�

Tele Atlas Maps in Apps 

NetSquared�

We Media Pitch It



Open Green Map’s awards



Think Global, Map Local!

Explore GreenMap.org�


Wendy Brawer - Founding Director�
 web@greenmap.org       +1 212 674 1631�


facebook.com/greenmap                    #GreenMap






