Youth Green Map System (YGMS)
Youth Green Mapping Resource Set

V. In Progress: Public Relations for Green Maps

Created by GREEN MAP SYSTEM

GreenMap.org

Updated March 2007, comments welcome!

TIPS FOR GETTING MEDIA COVERAGE

•
Attracting media coverage is not always easy. Here are some useful tips to increase your chances of success.  


Please note that there are different ways for your map project to be covered.  One is for you to write an "editorial" letter to be published in a newspaper or read over the radio.  This letter could introduce your project or urge residents to take action in regard to a particular ecological issue/concern.  The other way is to convince a reporter from a newspaper or radio/television station to cover an event that you have organized or are participating in.  In this case, it is essential for you to identify the reporters in your area who are most likely to cover your story.  There is little point in sending press releases on Green Mapmaking to the newspaper reporter in charge of municipal unions or the radio reporter covering global affairs!  Education or environment reporters would be more likely to show interest!!

•
If you are a student/community group/other organization writing a letter and mentioning your school/group or organization, it would be best to run the letter past your teacher/program director/project partners before mailing.  Your school may support your efforts but still not want to go "public" with an endorsement of the ecological issues and concerns raised by your map project.

•
The most important bit of advice is probably the most obvious: write clearly and simply! Editors and reporters do not always want to work very hard to understand what you are doing and what you want from them.  

•
Be imaginative: Try to create an interesting story angle for and about your Green Map that will catch the media's attention.

•
Consider the general audience: Write your news release/letter to the editor in such a way that the general public will be able to understand your project. Remember the more people that are addressed by your letter or story, the greater your chance for widespread coverage and impact.

•
Pictures/photographs: If possible, include a black-and-white photograph of your project for newspapers, a short tape for radio, or a slide or short videotape for television. Pictures add visual interest to a story. You can also mention that high resolution images are available (an easy way to send a large file is to use sendspace.com, a free service for files up to 300 mgs).

•
Quantity: If you are cultivating press contacts, send out news releases to all appropriate media in your area, and be sure to follow-up with phone calls, cards or e-mails. Generally speaking, it is helpful to provide background materials so that reporters will know more about the project you will want them to cover!

•
Decide on the best event for media attention. The press won't cover everything you do.  In larger cities, one event attended by press might be all you can hope for.  Send them press releases and background information regularly, but target press specifically for the one event that you feel it is most important for them to cover.  

•
Highlight the participation of youth and community.  Press are more likely to cover a Green Map launch or a community forum where issues of environmental protection/conservation are being discussed if kids are clearly in the lead.  Promote the participation of youth every chance you get!

SAMPLE: LETTER TO A REPORTER OR THE EDITOR

Name of the Reporter/Editor

Name of the Newspaper/Radio/Television Station/website

Address of the Newspaper/Radio/Television Station/website

Dear____________________ (Name of the Editor)

First Paragraph:  State that you have been working on a Green Map that seeks to raise public awareness about ecological resources in the community.  Also state that you arre a member of a youth group or school bringing attention to certain environmentally important aspects of your community. 

Second Paragraph: Give a very BRIEF history of the community you mapped. Also describe the current environmental situation in that community

Third Paragraph: State your opinion about how the Green Map addresses important environmental and cultural sustainability issues related to your community.

Fourth Paragraph: Invite the Editor to a class meeting or other function related to the Green Map (possibly a release party/public forum).

Fifth Paragraph: Thank the Editor










Sincerely,










Your Signature










Your Address

Tips: The goal of a letter to the editor is to explain your project and express how your school or youth group is using the Map Making to emphasize important environmental issues related to your community. Keep your letter short. It is okay to give your opinions, but be sure not to say anything unfair about someone else. You must sign your letter, especially if you want to get it printed in the newspaper.

SAMPLE: NEWS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Name of your youth group or school

Address

City, State, Zip Code

Contact Person, Phone Number







TITLE OF RELEASE

Who

What

Where

When

Why

How (Details)

TIPS: One goal of a news release is to alert the media and the public to an important project your youth group or school has participated in and how it effects the community. Use action words and short sentences. List the most important details in the first paragraph by including who, what, where, when, why, and how.


Give less important information and explanatory details in latter paragraphs. If possible, use direct quotes from people in your youth group/ school class, or from other people involved in the project. Be accurate and honest. Do not exaggerate or alter facts.

*BE SURE TO CHECK YOUR SPELLING AND GRAMMAR

Now you are ready to send out your news release

Make a press list & sheet: who is likely to cover your story? Collect name, newspaper, address, and telephone number of reporters. Don't forget City-wide and Neighborhood newspapers, School Paper, radio, TV and internet news. Environmental organizations have newsletters that might print your Map story, too. 

If the reporter calls, be ready with exciting stories and information about your map project. They look for an interesting angle, you can help them understand your story so they can report it clearly. They may tell the story differently than you had pictured it! 

Afterwards, watch for news stories and media clips, and save them. Copy articles & copy as a collage to give to other students/press. Make a scrap book & list of the articles. You can save online articles in PDF format or printed. Send a thank you note to the reporter, too! 
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